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Set in South Africa in the 1990s, a time when an increasing number of young black South Africans

are dealing with the violence, the legacy of disrupted schooling and the continued struggle for

survival. The story focuses on one boy's struggle for survival as he leaves the violence of his home

and joins a gang of children living on the streets.

Series: The Originals

Paperback: 160 pages

Publisher: Puffin; First Edition edition (October 2, 2001)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0140369481

ISBN-13: 978-0140369489

Product Dimensions:  5.1 x 0.4 x 7.8 inches

Shipping Weight: 4.2 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review:   Be the first to review this item

Best Sellers Rank: #5,494,241 in Books (See Top 100 in Books)   #85 inÃ‚Â Books > Teens >

Historical Fiction > Africa   #199 inÃ‚Â Books > Children's Books > Literature & Fiction > Historical

Fiction > Africa   #282 inÃ‚Â Books > Children's Books > Growing Up & Facts of Life > Friendship,

Social Skills & School Life > Multiculturalism

Age Range: 12 and up

Grade Level: 7 and up

"A can't-put-it-down account of an impoverished South African boy."--" The Horn Book"A rare and

moving glimpse into the hidden world of the mulunde." (Starred review)--" Publishers Weekly"Gritty

but ultimately uplifting."--" San Francisco Examiner-Chronicle." . . A realistic and moving story."--"

Times Educational Supplement"Written with valuable insight, gritty but optimistic, this is a totally

believable, absorbing read."--" The Guardian

Beverley Naidoo is well-known for her first two children's books set in South Africa - JOURNEY TO

JO'BURG and CHAIN OF FIRE. She is from South Africa but has lived in exile in the UK for many

years. She returned to her home country recently and thisbook was researched there.
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